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Several of the persons ioterested in the
Freoch spoliation claims have been in Washing-
ton since the meetiog of Coogress. The at-
temptto get a bill through providing for the pay-
meat of the claims is to bo renewed. Qae prop-
osition, which is fuvored by those who repre-
seat the bulk of the claims, is to petition Coo-
gress that the olaims may be paid out of the
balance of the Alabama award. Under the
present law respecting the distribution of this
award, more than hal! of it will not be peeded,
but if, as seems liksly now, the insurance com-
panies and other claimants are allowed to be
iocluded, there would not be much of it left for
Freoch spoliation claimants, Messrs. J. T,
Pickett and J. J. Stewart, on behalt of the
heirs of James H. Causten aod other French
gpoliation claimants, have memorialized the
Scnate to request the President to endeavor,
through our winister to France, to securc the
returo to this countey of the evidence of losses
incarred by our citizens between 1792 and 1501,
which were forwagded by our State Depart
ment to Fraoce as the basis of a elaim of io-

ewoity, and have never been returned, al-
though, by the treaty of July, 1501, our gov-
ernment aceeptiog the French claim of set-off,
assumed the obligations of that government to
our oitizens. Lt 1s sapposed that these proofs
still exist amoug the archives of the Freoch

goveroment,

Every day alarge oumber of petitions are
preseoted in the Senate io favor of a commis-
sion to inquire into the effects of the liquor
traffic. 1t is the design to support Sepator
Howe's bill to provide for a commission on the
subject of the alcoholic liguor traffic, which re-
quires the Presideat to appoint (subject to coo-
firmation by the Senate) a ecmnmission of five
persons, neither of whom shall be a Federal
officcholder nor an advoeate of prohibitory leg-
islation or of total abstinence in relation to al-
eoliolie liquors, who shall serve without salary
and within two years investigate the liquor
tratlic, ils relations to revenue and tazation
aud ity geoeral eeonomic, crimioal, moral and
scieotific aspeots in conpection wiih pauperism,
crime, social vice, the public health aod geoe-
ral welfare of the people, and also inquire and
take testimony asto the practical results of
license and probibitory legislation for the pre-
venotion of intemperance in the several States
of the Union. The bill appropriates $10,000
for necessary expeoses, and requires the com-
mission to report the result of their investiga-
tion to the Presidedt to be by him transmitted
to Congress, (Caooot all these martters be left
to the States? Even those who consider a pro-
hibitory law desirable, must koow that Con-
gress has no power to pass such a law,

The Republican party leaders are trying to
hedge against the foolishly stupid blunder the
President made in his anoual Message, when
he urged Coogress to submit to the Legisla:
tures of the States a Coostitutional amendment
makiog it the duty of the States “‘to establiah
and maiotaio public schools adequate to the
education of all children in the rudimentary
branches within their respective limits, irre-
spective of sex, color, birthplace or religion;
forbiddiog the teaching in said schools of relig-
lous, atheistic or pagao tepets. A prominent
gentleman, after having read this part of the
President’s Message, said to a member of the
Cuabinet whom he accidentslly met one day,
**What does the President mean by recom-
mendiog such ap amendment? Suppose a
State refuses to establish or maintain schools
or to prohibit the teachiog of religion in them
how will you enforce the Coustitutional smend-
ment?’ The Cabinet Mioister smiled and
said, “Well, I cac’t answer that. The Presi-
deot thought he had hit upon such a devilish
good thiog that he dida’t show it to his (Cabi-
net, and the first I koew about it was wheo 1
read it in the newspapers.”

Colonel Forney writes from London that
Hoo, Reverdy Johoson, who is now sojourning
in the Eoglish metropolis, is everywhere sought
and welcomed by the leaders of the Eoglish
bar. His strong, melodious voice, his reten-
tive memory, his fund of wit and buwor give
to his cloquence a peeuliar charm, aod it is
difficult to believe, us you mark his ereet and
gruceful fizure aod listen to his strong aod
manly rhetoric, that he has passed so far be-
youd the Psalmist’s age. Enjoying life to the
uttermost, fond of society, a ecapital conversa-
tionalist, a courteous listener, his heart respon
sive to the best feelings of our nature, he is
the centre and charm of every circle. Few
public men can look back over a carcer at onoe
s0 varied and so hooorable.

Judge Wellil;;d.. of ;hel:ll_ch:;ond City Cir-

_cuit Court, has appoioted Gen. Wickham re-

ceiver of the Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad
Company. 1f, oo the 20th inst., the Circuit
Court of the United States, which is to meet
10 this city oo that day, decides that it has no
Jurisdietion, Gren. Wickhaw will at ooce eater
upoa the dutics of receiver under the appoint-
wmeot; The Cireuit Court of Richmond will
then proceed to aseertain the priorities of the
licos on the road in order to foreclose the mort-
gage and settle with bondholders,

The South QLarolina Legislatare, which is
overwhelmiogly Radical, yesterday elected as
o associate justice of the Supreme Court of
the State a colored, mao named Wright, and
the circuit judges, all Bepublicans, The elec-
tion of Whipper, Wiggio and Moses, the first
for Charleston  circuit, the most important in
the State, creates regret and indignation among

the best class of Republicans and the people of
Lhe State generally, :

It is not too much to say thatthe Demoerat-
ic majority in the House of Representatves ot
the Upited States, hold in their hands the de-
terwinstion of the ‘Republie for wany years.
Wisdom, discretion and ststesmenlike tact,
thiy session, will iosure a Demoerstie triumph
duriog the Centeooial year, and will enable
the couotry to start upon the second century of
its existence united and free, full of promise of |
blessiogs to our posterity, and still a beacon of |
hope to the world. R P

If, however, personal rivalry shall inturfere
with discreet movements, il the mean ambition
which hus selt for its olject, be substituted tor
that patriotism *‘tbhat makes smbition virtue,”
bistory will write of all the Demooratic leaders
of to-day : They preferred their own ambition
to the safety of their couotry, and ruined at
once themselves, and the people who trusted
them.

There has never been a Congressional invest-
1gation for which there was so hittle warrant,
as for that which is uow proposed by Mr.Mor-
too, 1oto the affairs of the State of Mississippi.
There were sowme election riots, but nothiug
that could,in any material degree, bave chang-
ed the result of the election. The Demoerats
have won Mississippi from Radical misrule,and
therefore a pretext to interfere in the local
affairs of the State is gotten up. Mr. Morton
unwittingly disclosed the motive ot bis resolu-
tion. *‘It we let this slooe,”” said Mr, Morton,
*'oext year the same thiog will be done ia South
Carolina and Louisiaoa.”

A valued oorrespondent wnites as follows:
“In your just strictures upoo the system of
absenteeism trom their seats of membersof the
Legislature, to the great hindrance of business,
you do not touch the true sore spot. Itisthat
petty bribe of free tickets over the railroads
which causes the want of quorums oo Saturday
aod Monday of almost every week, If you can
shame the Legislature iuto passiog a law mak
iog it a misdemeanor at least to give or take this

bribe, you will do much to cure the evil.”

Now that the Uvited States Seoator has
been chosen, it is boped the Legislature will
go to work; let the code alone and adjourn as
soon as possible, If the members want to
make themselves popular, let them make haste
to get away, and thereby relieve the burdeos of
the people by lesseniog their taxes to that
amouant,

The Rockiogham Register opposes taxation
of churches, and says: “Until we find coon-
gregations are makiog a speculation off their
church memberships, and pervertiog their
right of exemption from taxation, from relig-
lous to caroal purposes, we think there should
be oo attack on or modification of our present
laws,”’

By the reassessment of lands in Clarke
county the number of acres is ascertained to be
107,526%, valued at $2447,782.94. lo 1873
the acreage was put dowa at 110,830, and the
value at $2,468,358.09.

Hon, J. Raodolph Tucker, of Virgioia, will
be-one of the speskers at the banquet to be
given the members of Congress by the Centen-
oial Committee, at Philadelphia, to-night or
t0-morrow.

LEGISLAT'(VE.—In_Lhe Legislatare, yester-
day, Hon. John W. Johoston was re-elected
United States Senator by a striot party vote,

the Republicans casting their full vote for Geo.
W. C. Wickham, ;

Littell's Liviog Age for this week has been
received, uud is as usual, tull of the best se-
lected articles from the best foreign maga-
zines,

The Galaxy commences its tenth year with
& most attractive Jacuary pumber. Qge of
the most noticeable articles in the magazine is
entitled *“Woman's Occupations,” by Albert
Rhodes. Another promioent article is Justin
McCarthy's sketch of the royal family of Eog-
land. Richard B, Kimball contributes an ar-
ticle upon *‘Bankers,”’ their tricks and man-
perR.  Charles W. Raymond, United Statcs
Army, contributes a readable article upon the
survey of the American territory in the West,
and gives many interesting facts connected
with the service which have never before been
published. There is a sketch of Walter Savage
Landor, by Dr. Guerosey, followed by a-trans-
lation or adaptation trom the advance sheets
of a remarkable book by H. Taine, soon to be
published in Paris. Auvother article without
signature is & graphic pioture of the Japanese
theatre, both exterior and interior, as seen last
year at Yeddo. We are treated also to a
glimpse of the plots of some of the most popu-
lar Japaoese plays. There are poems by Hjal-
mar Hjorth Boyesen and Miss Kate Hillard.
The usual departments of Science and Litera-
ture follow, and complete a very attractive
number.

LAND SALE—Wm. Ei&ﬂiug& and Milton
Schooley, commissioners in the case of Ald-
ridge vs. Sohooley, recently sold at public ssle
2994 acres of land, lyiog pear Clarke’s Gap,
for 321 per acre. George T. Rust, purchaser.
B. P, Noland and Powell Harrison, commis-
sioners io the case ot Harrison vs. Rogers, sold
oo Monday the “Mill Hill” farm, pear Mid-
dieburg, containing 160 acres, to Heory T,
Harrison, for $24.54 per acre.

Thbe same commussioners, in the case of Hop-
kins, Huli & Co., vs. Berkeley, sold the *En-
field” farm, near Aldie, containing 235 acres,
to Joho Thomas, for $5.50 per aere.

John W, Piggott aod Joha F. Newlon, com-
missioners in the case of Piggott vs. Newlon.
sold 60 acres of laod, pear Sileott's Spriogs,
tor $59.55 per acre. Thomas Piggott pur-

| ehasger,

Messrs. Noland, Harrison, Nichols, Foster,
and Orr, commissioners io the cause of Rose
vs. Greeo, sold two-thirds of a tract of land,
near Aldie, cootaioing 379 acres, to Thomas

A. Baker, for $5.55 per acre.—Loudoun
Mirror,

Mr. Charles A. Rose, died at the residence
of his brother, Dr. Lawrence A. Rose, in
Fredericksburg, on the I4th ingtant, in the 524
year of bis age. Deceased was born in Stafford
county, and was editor of the Peony Post, of
Richmood, masy years ago, aod afterwards
turned his attentioo to law. He had been sick
about two months, He was a geotleman of
considerable attainméents, was quiet and mod-
est, and possessed the esteem of maay,

C. D. Tilley and George E. Ratoliffe fought
a duel in SBouth Carolina yesterday, in which
Tilley was seriously shot in the groin. The
trouble ariginated by personal reflcctions by

Ratcliffe upon Tilley.

REWS OF THE DAY,
'*To show the very age and body of the Times."

" David Robbins, convicted of the murder of
his wife, was executed at Digby, Nova Scotis,
yesterday.

The trial of Curley at Norristowa, Pa., for

the murder of Miss Whitby, has resulted in a
verdiot of murder iv the fir:t degree,

Mujor Divine instituted a Lodge of the Or-
der of Good Tewplars at Soickersville, in

_Loudoun county, last week.

The juryio the cass of Thomas W. Piper,
tried at Boston, for the murder of little Mabel
Young, have been uoable to agree, standiog
oige for convietion and three for acquittal.

Two hundred men were discharged from the
Portsmounth, New Hampshire, vavy yard, Wed-
nesday evening, and removals will cootinue as
rapidly as possible,

Thowassen, who was under arrest at Bremen
ou the charge of haviug caused the explosion
which made such awful havoc at Bremerhaven,
died yesterday from his self ioflicted wounds.

The managars of the direct cable have offered

a reward of five thousand dollars for intorma-
tion leadiog to the discovery of the vessel which
broke their cable recently.

At Richmond, on Wedaoesday, the board of
visitors of the Blacksburg college, besides trans-
actiog other businesss opened the spplications
for position of farmer. ‘Twenty-eight gentle-
men are desirous of guiting the placa.

The report of the Boston medical commis-
sion shows that pearly two-thirds of the total

population of that city are foreigoers and their
offspriog, aud that ot this propurtion two-thirds
are Irish,

The Capon Springs property was offered at
public sale last week, and only $15,000 bid for
it.. This is one of the best iwproved, and at
oue fime one of the best patrovized properties
in this State, or that of West Virginia.

Holders of nearly he' the stock of the Mis-
souri Pacific railroad met in New York on

Wednesday, and voted ao assessment to pay
the cxpenses of proceedings to remove the
preseot directors and regain for the stockhold-
ers the control of the road.

At the Louisiana Jockey Club races, near
New Orlenvs, yesterday, the handicap hurdle,

two miles, was won by Oxmore in 4:01; the
mile and threc quarter race by Corisnder in
3:13%4, and the wile heats, three io five, by
George Graham ; best time 1:46—the fuvorites
beiug beaten in every race.

The Hoo. R. C. L. Monoure, chief judge of
the Supreme Court of Virginia, and his most

estimable wife expect to celobrate their golden
weddiog on the 29¢h instaot at their home io
Stafford county. The entire family of descend-
aots, forming quite a pumerous household,
will ass2mble oun the occasion.

been lost on the lakes during the present sea-

son, valued alone at $1,049,000, and with their
cargoes at $3,791,300, an excess over last year's
losses of $1,047,000. The oumber of lives lost
is estimated ut 1,056, a deoresse from last year
of 131. Of this vumber 562, or more than
half, were lost on Luke Michigan alone.

Supervisor Tulton, of the Pennsylvaoia
New Jersey, Delaware, Marylaod and District

of Columbia revenue district, comes to the re-
licf of Geo, Babeock against the charge of Mr.
Hendersoo that Gen. Babeock had iwproperly
influenced the Presideot to revoke the ovder of
Secretary Bristow transferring Supervisrs trom
one district to another.

The ship W. J. Hatfield, from Antwerp for
Philadelphia, recently collided at sea, in a fog,

with the Austrian brig Stillicone, and the mate
of the lattet in the contusion jumped on board
the Hatfield, while his owo vessel disappeared
io the fog. The Hatfield was counsiderably
damaged, but has arrived st Philadelphia.
The Stillicone was found in disiress and towed
into Queenstown by the steamer [taly.

WASHINGTON LETTER,

[Correspondence of the Alexandria Gazette.]

WasHINGTON D. C., Dec. 16. -The feature
of the day at the Capitol was the debate in the
Senate, on Mr. Morton's Mississippi resolution,
indulged in oo the one side by Mr. Morton, of
Iodiana, and on the other, by Messrs, Bayard,
of Delaware, and Thurman, of Ohio. The re-
golution provides for the appointment of a
committee to investigate alleged frauds at the
late election in Mississippi, by which a radical
majority of twenty-five thousand was overgome
by a like majority for the Democrats, which
Mr. Mortoo thinks could not have been done
except through *‘fraud and iotimidation.” OFf
course, Mr, M. made a specious argument, and
his usual partizan appeal, but was met by Mr.
Bayard with a most overwhelmiog reply, parts
of which wers warmly applauded by the galle-
ries. Wheo Mr. Morton told Mr. Bayard that
the politios of Delaware might change, avd he
(B.) go under, Mr. Bayard quickly replied
that, should sach an eveot happen and he be
displaced, he hoped and prayed that no inves-
tigating committee would be appointed in his
interest. The ultras are desperate, and it is
Mr. Mortoo's idea to so legislate as to intimi-
date and briog under subjugation again the
Southern States, so as to effect the Presiden-
tial election, and sceure the continuation of
Radical rule.

It may be safe to predict, indeed it is already
spoken of, thatshould Morton’s resolution pass
the Senate, one of a like character will bo
passed by the House, and a committee of
Northero Demoerats appointed to give to the
country a correet version of affuirs in Missis-
sippl.  As at present covstituted the game bo-
twezn the parties will be a pretty one, with
odds ia favor of the House.

The House was not in session to-day, and
will only sit for a short time to-worrow, when it
will adjourn for a trip to Philadelphia, at the
invitation of the Centeonial Committee, who
will dioe and wine the.members liberally and
theo, of course, expect a little appropriation to
celebrate the *‘nation’s birthday,” and pour in-
to the coppers of the city of Brotherly Love
millions. So the world wags now-a-days, and.
so some of the members, with delicate con-
solences, lookiog into the mill-stove, will de-
clioe to go, but the oumber of such will be few
—very few. Very little conscience goes a loog
mﬁ up herel ]

aoy of the Virgioia delegate are abused at
home for not obtaining appointments for each
and every applicant, but when it is considered
that the offices of the House were equally di-
vided out amoog the members, each would
have about one and ahalt, or two, and that, for
each place, there are about two huodred ap-
plicants, it will be seen that no blame can be
attached to the representatives, who, to use
the expression ot one of them, have, since the
onening of Congress, beea little else than office-
brokers—not a very agreeable position, and
0. tim is well calculaied to d.st « y influence.
To descend to a littie pleasantry, the Repre-
Sentative from the Lexington Distriot of Vir-
gioia has a slouch hat, maonfactured in his
country towo, which bas attract=d ‘so mush at-
tention, that, upoa his own wotion, it is to be
referred to the Committes on Patdots, in order

Lo preveat its loss to posterity.

Eighty-five vessels of all deseriptions have |

LETTER FROM RICHMOND.

The Chesapeake and Ohio Rallroad —
Facts About the Road—-Meeting of
the Stockholders—A Farmer Want-
ed—Cousternation Among Legisla-
tors, ete,, ele.

[Correspondence of the Alexandria G zotte.]

Ricomonp, Dee. 16, 1875.

The adjourned wmeeting of the Chesapeako
and Uhio Railroad Company was held to-duy.
Geo. Williams C. Wickham, the Vice Pres
ideut, read the report of the President, (. P.
Huntington, esq.

The report attributes the small amount of
through business to the wavt of a connection
by rail from its westeru termious with the
great oeotres of trade in the West, Southwest
and Northwest ; to the low rates for freight
which have prevailed during the greater part
of the year on competiog lives,and to the finan-
cial embarrassmeonts of the company, which are
well koown, aod which have induced many
large shippers of freight to seek other routes
of transportation who would otherwise have
entrusted this company with the transporta-
tion of their property.

The report says it was hoped and believed
that the proposition for funding a portioo of
the interest on the mortgage debt, and the
whole of the floating debt intv incows boads,
would bave been acceded to by nearly all, if:
not all, of the bood holders and other oreditors,
but after the most paticot and earnest efforts
of the officers and financial agents of the com-
pavy, it is fouod that 2 vumber of boudholders
and other creditors refuse their assent to the
plan proposed, representiog an amount suffi-
cieat t7 anoul the plan. Alter listeviog to and
carefully consideriog ull other plans propesed
by those who would vot accede to those pro-
posed by the compaoy, the President und
Board of Directors became couvioced that
vone of them were pracricable.  When, there-

net pay the ioterest that would wuture on the
first of November, ipstant, oo its six per cent.
mortgage bouds, the Board of Dircctors ap-
poiuted a committee of seven of its members,
whose duty it should be to devise a plan for
the reorgapization of' the cowpavy, ou a basiy
that should be just and equitable to all incer-
ests. To this work the comwittee gave earvest
aod careful atteotion, holding weetings alwost
every day, and they bad pearly agreed upon

the details of a plan for re-orgavization which
it was iutended should be submitted to all per-
soos interested for their gonsideratios and ap-
proval. This work of the comuwivtce was in-
terrupted io the early part of Qctober by the
action of the Circuit Court of the Ugited
States for the Eastern District of Virgivia, and
the District of West Virainia, io appoioting
Mr. Heory Tysoun as t:mporary receiver of the
property, incomes, franchises, ete., of the cow-
pany.

T'he report theo goes iuto a long statement
af the facts of' the seizure of the road and the
appoiotwent of Tysvn as receiver, uod in this
gopucction says:

“Your property is now io his haods, and
subjuet to bis wanagement, He is a stravger
to your Presideut aud Bourd of Directors, and
80 fur as they are advised he has vo pecuoinry
interest whatever in the property, nor have
either of his sureties, all of whom are noo-res-
ideots of Virgioia or West Virgiviu. It does
not appear just and right that a property of
such magoitude and of so great cost should be
taken out of the management and countrol of
its rightful owners, and be placed io the haods
of a straoger agaiost the expressed wish of s0
large a majority of all persons interested in i,
as bondholders, stockholders, and gereral ered-
itors, and especiully us nut a single person in
terested iv the property asked for the appoint-
ment of Mr, Tyson,"

The report of General Wickhaw showed that
the earniogs of the cumpuoy for the past year
ending September last were $1,459, 189 48,
and the expenses $1.112,320. 70. There was a
decrease of passeuger fare amountivg t) $43.-
749.89, and an ivcrease of freight of $43,-
550,17,

'l;be report testified to the good order of the
road.

Ono motion, the old Directors of the company
were re-eleeted,

General Skeen, of Alleghany, offered a res-
olution approving the action of the courts of
Virgiia and West Virginia in appointiog
Geoeral Wickham receiver, and expressing the
hope that he would soon be put io full posses-
sion and control of the road, franchises, &e.

The resolution was adopted.

The meetiog then adjourned.

Receiver Tyson happeoed to be out of the
oity at the time.

Great consternation was created inthe House
to-day by the aonouncewent that Mr. Seig, of
Highland and Bath,was suffering from a case of
geouine smallpox. It is supposed thut the
unforbunate geotlewan cootracted the diseuse
in the couutry, as Richmouod is almost entirely
free of it.  He was stopping at a leading hotel
here, and the intelligence, it was at first fear
ed, would cause the guests to leave, but upon
beiog assured that there was no daoger the
majority of them remaived. He was at once
taken to the smallpox hospital, It canoot yet
be ascertained whether he is in danger.

large number of couuty treasurers are io
the city payiog io their taxes. They prupose
having a meeting and memorializiog the Log
islature to alter the present law requiring them
to make their returns by a zertsin time.
Whether they will accomplish anythiog by
this remaios to be seen.

The Board of Visitors of the Blacksburg
Agricultural and Mechaoical College have been
in session here for several days. Oue of the
duties incumbent upoo them is the appoint-
went of a farmer for the college. There are
almost a8 many parties lobbyiog for that place
as there were aspirants for the position of pen-
iteatiary store keeper. Twenty cight geatle-
wen bave sigoified (heir entire willingoess to
educate the young mind how to plant pump-
kins and squashes. The applicants are all so
polite acd accommodating about this trifliog
matter that the Visitors find it difficult to de-
oide who shall be the man,

General Williams C, Wickham feels himself
profoundly houored by being nominated for U,
S. Senator by the Republican members of the
(Gteperal Asscmbly. He deserves a better bait,

Takeo as a whole the colored elemeat io the
(General Assembly is a decided improvement
on the old crowd there io previous years.
STRONGBOW.

Who Put Out that Fire?
To the editor of the Alexandria Gazette :

Your reporter was, evidentally, not oo haod
at the on Wednesday, or he would not have
said that ‘'the neighbors’’ put it out. Qoe of
our juniors who went out into the yard discov-
ered it, aod a woman with a pao of water try-
tog to put it out. Mr, Carne seat us out to
belp her, and we got axes and buckets aud got
thiogs straight long before we saw anything of
the fircmen, while the neighbors stood by with
their haods io their peckets, Had there oot
been a sick woman in the house we could have
toro it down as soientifically as the Hook and |
Lidder Compaoy.

TEE:SENIOR CLASS OF ST. JOEN’S ACADEMY.,

Giles Devier is now »sole proprietor of the-
Rockiogham Register,

fore, it became evideat that the company could !

Letter from Loundoun Co.
(Correspondence of the Alexandria Gazette.)
LeesBuka, Va., Dee. 16, 1875.—OQur Board
of SBupervisors hasbeen called by three of their
number to hold a special meetiog on Tuesday
uext to oouvsider important matters. What
they are it is hard to surmise. Sowe think it
is to coosider the condition of the jail, which
18 balf filled by white aed colored eriminals,
and the other half filled by one crazy white
man.

I hear further that ao insanc daughter of
the late Michael Beamer has been confined in
an outhouse for mooths; that she s in a pitiably
disgusting condition, but that now, by the
death of her father she is worth several thous-
and dollars. The Sheriff, who has beea order-
ed to take charge ot ber, has applicd in vain
to farmers to take care of her, offering to give
avy price that avy three free holders may thivk
reasonable. There is 0o room in the jail unless
sbe be put io the same roow with the male
lunatic, which is oot t) be thought of. It may
be that this matter moves the Supervisors to
cowme together. It may be that they come to
gether to consider the coudition of the poor's
bouse aod the farm attached thereto.

I uaderstand there are forty-nine paupers at
the poor’s house, and I believe there are eight
cabius occupied by them, it may be there is a
larger bouse for some ot them. The farm is
situated in Mercer Disirict about five miles
trom the Fuauquier line, and perbaps seven
from the Clarke line: it cootains about 360
acres, sod is worth from $30 to $35 per acre,
or say $12 000, the couaty bas, besides, $3,000
let out, makiug $20,000. It :trikes me very
forcibly that this sum would wake a fine sipk-
iug fuud for bonds to the extent of $30 000,
to be appropriated to the purchase of u farm
and the buildiog of a poor’s house, near Clarke's
Gup, where the roads from thr-e districts con
verge, aod which is much more accessible to
the other two lower districts, Loesburg and
Broad Ruu, thaw the preseat location, and not
very much more isconvenient to Mercer Dis-
trict.  Here the nearoess to the railroad would
enable the panpers to cultivate currents, rasp-
berries, strawbeiries, asparagus, and vegetables
geoerally, and dispuse of them readily, and
after a while truits would come ov, which would
make the in=titution seil-supporting, Six per
ceut. interest and voe per cent. additioual as a
sivkiog tuod would he $2 100, which would
be a tax of about 14 cents in the $100 on
property.

Aguin, the Board way deem it advisable to

dU ceuts to be applied wholly. to sehools, which
would wake the head taz $1.50, and should
tlie amendwent to the Coostitution be adopted
$2 50. ‘U'bis $2 50 per bead ought to produce
$300,000, or perbaps $550,000, it rigidly col-
lected, and thus, to a cousiderable extent relieve
property from the school tax.

Again, the Board might petition the Liagis
lature to cause ooe-halt the taxes oo property
to be collected by November 1, and the other
half by May 1, the bead tax being payable all
by Novw. 1, as above, but to do so the Treasur-
er should be required ty be ut his office ail
week days from the time he gets the books to
the 1st of November. This wight be supople-
meoted by a peoalty of 10 por cent, on the half
oot paid when due, or oue per ceat. forthe first
month, tWo per ceot. for two mocths, and five
per ceot. for three month’s delinquency. This
would avoid risk incurred by a “peripatetic
treasurer,”” who bas sowetimes thousands of
dollars with him, avd who offers, by bhis pub-
le.ty of that fact, great temptations to robbery,
It would also do awsy with the risk now incur-
red by placiog the money in National Baoks,
which may break and cause loss to the Cowm-
moowealth, and leave it in the hands of the
people till it is oeeded. This rule might be
applied to @l tazes, State, county and muni
oipal. Thesc suggestious are applicable to all
largze conuties,

N. B. | understand that Frederick couoty
hus u wodel Superintendent of the Pour, and
that he very pearly supports the poor [rowm
the proceeds of his farm. There was no coun-
tv levy tor poor io 1874 for Frederick county,
Would it oot be well for the Legislature to call
for his reports and make them a study ?

ALIQUIS.

~ COMMERCIAL,

The money market may be quoted quiet but
stringent, with much complaint on the street of
hard times and » slim prospect for un improve-
ment. Fortunately business men are not now
much pressed, and the banks being in good con-
dition are abunduntly able to ufford all necessa-
ry accommodation to that class of our commu-
nity. In NeW York money is quiet, and call
louns are quoted at 445 per cent. In Baltimore
money continues to be very sbundant, and the
rates ure easy for first cluss commercial paper.
Stute bonds are dull, and Virginia consols some-
what lower, $1000 selling in Baltimoro yester-
day at 72, a decline of i from yesterdsy. We
note & small transaction in Virginia Peelers at
47, u slight decline, Nothing doing in railroad
securities, and we quote :

Bid., Ask.
Orange, Alexa. & Man., Ts.....ccoune. 85 851
Orenge & Alexa, 63, 1st.... w40
Orange & Alexa. 6, 2d.. w13 Y]
Orange & Alexa. 8s, 3d.... e 02 6
Orange & Alexa. 8s, 4th ..... esninasnaiivi DR ees
Washington and Ohio bonds........... 78 80

Alexandria Market, December 17,

FLOUR, FINe. cuevnesseeeisns 4 25 . 50
Superfine..civiicecee sras 5 25 50
Extra...ouneiiinnes 25 60
Family.....ccoeur o, . T00 25

WHEAT, common to fair.... 1 00 20
Good to prime... e, 1 30 40
Choice wivvevvisveieee ers e 45 43

CORN, white...cvesvireireeceree 9 65 66
RO viiwmmsmsiiisnminssniziies 64 33
XallOW i iia i iiasisii: 63 65
NoW.ciisiisnuianmiisns 0:50 50
Euar Corn, per bbl..weeee 2 25 50

A3 L G e 70 BN

AT vsimmsnissiicimsissisioniss 40 50

TURKEYS, dressed...ceeereee 0 10 124

CHICEENS et covireesvermeeses 0) 00

BUTTER, prime...cu e e 0 28 30
Common to middling,..... 0 15 25

B S mnamni s 1) 98 30

LRISH POTATOES........... w 030 40

APPLEE.... ... ccrmerrsascsssers 59 50

DRIED APPLES, B b U 7 9

PEACHES, B lbuiiiinns 012 16

CHEKRRIES, B lb....... 15 2

CHESTNUTS, P bush..occrmn 4 OU 25

DRESSED HOGS..oueve e veveees T 80 00

BACON, Hams, country....... 12 13

BBLOI M cuiiaiasai vviimanidanis 16 17
Bides i 15 154
Shoulders......cceeerrvnen vuvens 113 12

LAY e rrerars ersswnissosasimmssns sessss 15 16

PLASTER, ground, per ton. 50 00
Ground, in bags or bbls... Y 50 00
Ground, in bags, ret’d.... & 50 00
Lump oviieneveoniirierenne. 3 26 50

SALT, G. A, (Liverpool)..... 25 30

b
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Turk’sIsland.................. w 4
WOOL, unwashed......ee0rerens 0 30 33
ahed v e, 42 45
SUMAC............ wissaih seessnne! - 1L G0 000

‘REMARKS. —The receipts of Flour are light,
with 8 moderate demand; prices ere not mate-
rially altered. Whest has been active sll the
week to its close when we quote the market firm
at an advance on best grades; otferings of 1662
bushels, with sales of a prime white lot at 143,
and red at 120 for fair, 135, 137 and 142, latter
for prime, and 145 and 146 for choice. Corn is
dull and lower, except for good dry lots, and
prices are drooping ; offerings of 2292 bushels,

petitivn the Legislature to cause the tithe of

with sales of old mized at 63,
558nd 56 Oats are dull, with very' light pe.
ceipts ; sules 88 45  Ryo isin fair deiand for
bost samples ; sales at 70, The total otferings of
Grain on ' Change for the woek ending to duy
were: Wheat 6711, Corn 1634, Rye 360, and
Osts 272 bushe.s, Dressed Turkeys are plenti-
ful, and the market is extreme'y dull ata de.
clinein prices  Sales at 10a124c¢ per lb. Prime
Butter isin reques:, while inferior grades ure
neglected. Eggs ure scarce and wanted, Po-
tatoes are dull. There is but little dried Fruit
on the market, und prices are looking up, Ba-
con is unchanged. The arrivals of dressed Hogs
sre more liberal, and prices are off' 50¢ per cwt,,
with a dull msrket,

e ——
#nd new at 572, 54,

ALEXANDRIA CATTLE Marxer, Dec'r. 17 —
The receipts of Catile and stock of ail kinds
were extremely limited this week, not enough
being offered for the ity demand, and butchers
bad to go to the Washington and Goeorgetuwn
murkets for their supplies. All the Buef Cattla
offered were sold at from 4 to 6 per b, and
Calves at 5 @Weq Sheep and Lambs sold st EEU
per lb for the tormer, und 2 50a$4 per head for
the latter. No live Hogs offered ; thu supply of
dressed is good, with sales at 8s9:; Cows i
Calves 304300,

New York CATTLE MARKET, Dec. 1y, 147,
Beeves—Receipts 2143 head, Exclusive of ubout
10 car loads of prime to premium Stesrs, the
quslity was inferior, with & large number ¢
rough Oxen, thin dry Cows and coarse Toxans
among the offerings. The finest Cattle wery
taken for show beef at 13al34c per lb, dresseg
and good to prima Steers could be sold ut #
trifle reduction from Mondsay’s rates. Bug for
interior to wediuw stock the market wae newrly
flat, and with concessions equal to ade per i,
only sbout one half of the lower grades e uld by
sold.  Poor to good native Cattle, including dry
Cows, rough Oxen and smooth Steers, ranged
trom t'fe per Ib dressed; primeto extra Stee:-
from: 12 to 13¢; premium do, sold at 13alsde, il
common and ordinary Texans ab 748k,

Sheep and Lambs—Raceipts 4307 head, in-
cluding all fl’.-ldBS from very common to exirs
premium. The demuni was fair for gnod stock,
and strong for extrs and premium d» , and the
market wias modorately sctive nt 5ije per Ib
for comracn to prime Sheep, und 74.74: for ox-
tra and premium do., with a couple of ear loads
of uncommonly tine Kentucky Sheep, part Cots-
wo ds and part thorough-bred South Downs,
weighing 102 1bs per hoad average, sold at 8¢
per lb—th« highest mark reached this season.

Hogs—Receipts 4851 bend, all consigned di-
rect to sluughterers, except one ear load of Uhio
corn-ted Hogs, 174 Ibs average, which changed
hands slive at 7§ per Ib. Dresied Hogs wore
in fair demand und firmar at 9% .9%c per 1b fur
city, with 2 car loads of Western at 9.194¢,

CHicaGo CATTLE MARKET, Dec. 16.—Cuttle—
receipts 3000; markes dull und depressed; sales
of emooth, well fattened native Steers at 4 751
$050; good Steers 4 75435 5); shipments 2000
Hogs—receipts 32,000 to-duy snd 26,000 yester-
day ; market dull and lower for packing; salos
of wssorted at 7 104$7 15; packers 6 90437 23;
Eustern grades 7 20.%760; shipments 1740
Sheep—receipts 3000; yeste.duy 4400; market
ste dy and unchanged.

GEORGETOWX CATTLE MAREET, Dec'r. 1. —
The offerings ot Beet Cattle tuis wosk were 375
head, with sales at from 3 63c per 1b, u- few vx-
tra bringing 7ic per 1b. There were Y00 Shoep
and Lambs offered, with sales of the tormer at
44rdic per 1b, und 2 75.54 per head for the int-
ter. A tew Cows und Calves brought 25u360.

Cixcixyarr Hoe Marker, Dec'r. 16, 1875, —
Hogs dall; enmmon 650 $7: fair to good puck-
ing 70337 85; gool Lo extra bulchers' 7 -0x
$T7 50 receipts 17,830; shipments 238 :

BALTIMORE SUGAR AND COFFEE MARKET. —
We write the market for Coffun sull very quist,
with the general feeling in it hesvy and de-
pressed. Ei"l‘ices are, however, nominally un-
changed, and we quote as fullows for job lots,
gold, 6U days:

OTdiDBTY evn i veererins vevns svsvnee crsene seneee. 183 8 183
BUAY 55iai inim sssarnosa smanssnns sanemnpanssosasnss. 1S 30
GOOd uuiiieeiiin e seeeens crnnn sesinenen,. 204 8 204
PPINB ssseanriasessosisbavivsmisesiisisiiunionion 208 8 M1

Choize 10 fBNCY.cceriiiericnisrnivssrasesnens oe B 214

The market for Sugnrs continues very yuiot,
but steady, with holders, in view ol the very
light stock, indisposed to press sules. Woe hear
ol no sales worthy of note. We quote: Fair to
good Cuba, grocery grades, 84a8%; Porto Rico,
grocery grades, Bia8Y¥; Uemsrars, vacuum pan,
84uV%, und New Or'esns  grocery grades, T4nsi.
Stock here to-duy 2239 hhds,

RicaMoxp Markxr, Dec. 16.—The offerings
of Whest to-day umounted to wbout 1400 bush-
els, and the market was dull, with a limited en-
quiry ; ssles of white at 1504142, aud red at 130s
140 Offerings of Corn light, with & lLimited de-
mund, and sules at 60483 for good to prime,
Oute quiet, with small sales on private terws.
No Rye offering.

LyNcuBuRG MArKET, Dec. 16,—Tha demanid
for Wheast is good, with a lumited supply;
white 1254135, und red 120al30. Vory little Corn
ou the market; new 50:55; vid 65450, Ouls in
domand at 40145, Kye 75u80.

FREDERICKSBURG MAkkEgT, Decembor 16 —
The market for grain is quiet, with light re-
ceipts, and a limited demand. Wheut is quoted
ab 137al40 for good to choice; Corn 602 ;
Rye 70u75, und Oats 40ud5,

PORT OF ALEXANDRIA, BECR. 17,

3un rose...enenen. 101 MoOD Fis0Sa....... 10 23
Sun sels wwwesreend 41 High water......... U 04

ARRIVED

Steamer Lady of the Luake, Nortolk, to ¥ A
Reed.

Schrs C " Harris, Daniel Brown, J M Rich-
ards, Louise Ruthbone and DeMorey Gray, for
Washington,

Schirs June Emson and C S Bayliss, N York,

for Georgetown.
BAILED.

Steamship Jobn Gibson, New York, by P B8
HUUG.

Steamer Lady of the Lnke, Norfolk, by F A
Rued.

Steamer John W Thompson, Cone river, by
F A Reed.

Steamer Express, Baltimore, by Jos Brodars

C

0.

Schr Sarah Bruin, Georgetown, by Wm A
Smoot,

Schr Andrew Johnson, Washington, by Wm
A Smoot.

Schrs Florenco Dean und Daniol Brown, from
Guoorgetown,

Schr Surah Potter, from Georgotown for Cuba,

Schr Lowss Birdsall, Jersay Uity, by Amori-
can Coal Co.

Schr & B Vreeland, Providence, by mustor,

MEMORANDA.

Schr C G Cranmer, hence, st N Badford 15th.

MARRIED.

On Wednesday evening, December 15Lh, ut
Trinity Chupel, New York, by Rev. Dr. Poet,
COURTLAND H. SMITH, of Alexandrisa,
Va., and CHARLOTTE K., daughter of the
late Thomas P. Rossiter, of New York city.

LOST avn FOUNVD,

OST.—On Wednesday. 3th instunt, between
the St Asaph-strect depot and Wilkes
street, s CANVAS PACKAGE, coutaining s
sot of Carver’'s Tools. The finder will receive
the hesartfeit thanks of the owner upon lesving
them at the northwest eorner of Columbus and
Gibbon strests. declT-5L
ETTER DOG—-A YELLOW SETTER
2 DOG, with white face and feet, missing from
its owner about two weeks, can be recovered by

applying at this office, dec 11-3t

CHRISTMAS ~ SUPPLIES.

25 boxes London and other Layer Ruisins,
New Currants snd (itron,

Pure Ground Spices, :

Fluvoring Extracls, Gelstine, )
Seraines, Spiced Saimon and Olive Oil, ro-

i le b
e Y DAVY & HARMON.

POUNDS PRIME VIRGINIA
1 200 BUCKWHEAT FLOUR for

sulo by  [dec 17] DAVY & HARMON.




